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I EX PARTE On LATE FILED I SFP 1 1  20@ 

Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissbner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street. S W. 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

Re: Ex parte contact in CC Docket Nos. 9845. 98-171, 9&571. 92-237. 94200 and 951 16: Univ& - 
Dear CommWoner Abernathy: 

Sabre is pleased that the Commbisibn is considering new methods for fundlng universal servke. The 
current approach. which 85888888 contribution OMigaUanS based on interstate and International revenues, is 
uneconomic and therefore unsustainable. and should be replaced with a method that asesses mnlrlbutbn 
oblbtbn based on lines and activated wireless numbers. Sabre. however. sbungly objeds to a recent 
proposal made by certaln state reguiatm to freeze the assessments amibutable to residentlal lines. 

Sabre is one of many business customers paying a federal universal service sum- of between 9.25% 
and 10.6%. This revenuebawd percentage charga requires high-volume u r n  lo pay a dispmportionale 
amount of universel service costs. AP a d t .  the currenl syabm discafrages use of pmductlvity- 
enhancing communicatbns techdogies and creates a slrong Rnandal incentive for high-volume customers 
to use alternative techndcgies and service packages to reduce their costs - not a good resuites our country 
Mhts its way out of recession. 

The Commissbn should replace the current ~evc~ueBasad univeraal service swcharge with a mace 
equilaMe charge that would apply to every ~1stomBr'B connedion to the nehvork - to resklsntial and 
business lines on wireiine networks end activated telephone numbers on wkeless networks. The 
Commission has requested comment on a univelaal service funding plan Umt Includes such line and number 
charges, pmposed by a d t k n  consisUng of Tim Ad Hoc Tdecommunical&ns Ussn Committee, AT&T, 8 
TUG, and WaldCwn. Under this pmposal. i (xx~~so8 end in unlveraal service subsidies would 
be rdected in unKwm percenw adjustments to all per line and wireless number chages. Sabre urges 
you to adopt this conneclbbased pmposal. 

Sabre also strongly objects to a recenlly filed pmposai by certain alate r ~ l a t o r s  that would freeze for five 
years the llne and acllvated wireless number charges applied to rddentlal and single line busirwgs 
cuslomers. This proposal advancag no legitimate public interest obfedlva. indeed, there is rot a shred of 
evidence thal proportbnate inaaases in all llne and number USF charges. if needed, would adversely affect 
residential telephone subscriplbn levels ct unfairly burden residential telwhona m i c e  arstomers. The 
stale regulalws would subjed busineas uwcs abne to added subsidy burdens. burdens that awld be q U b  
substantial and that awld undermine historic soppat for unlversal servlcs subsidies. 

Sincerely. 

cc: Ms. Marlene M c h  
Secretary. Federal Communicatbns Commissbn 


